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SUB J : INCREASED DUTCH USE OF COAL 

REF: THE HAGUE 991 

1 . FIRST INDICATIONS OF INCREASED COAL CONSUMPTION FOR POWER 
GENERATION (REFTEL) HAVE BEEN REPORTED BY THE MAJOR DUTCH COAL 
IMPORTER, SCHFEPV A ART EN STEENKOOK MIJ. ACCORDING TO SSM, 

DUTCH POWER PLANTS ARE SHOWING A GROWING INTEREST IN COAL, 

AND AT LEAST TWO LARGE STATIONS ARE KNOWN TO HAVE SWITCHED 
BACK TO IT, WHILE SEVERAL OTHERS WITH CAPABILITY TO FIRE 
COAL AS WELL AS GAS AND/OR OIL HAVE BEEN BUILDING UP THIER 
COAL SUPPLIES. DESPITE THE FACT THAT MUCH OF THE CURRENT 
UPSWING IN COAL CONSUMPTION CAN BE ACCOUNTED FOR IBY ITS 
RELATIVELY FAVORABLE PRICE VIS A VIS OIL AND GAS (APPROXI- 
MATELY FIVE US DOLLARS PER 100 K CAL GAINST 7.50 AND 6.50 
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BY POWER PLANTS FOR ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES TO COM 
PENSATE FOR THE ANTICIPATED DECLINE IN NATURAL GAS SUPPLIES IN THE 
FUTURE MAY BE PLAYING AN EQUALLY IMPORTANT ROLE. 

2. ALTHOUGH POWER STATIONS CONSUMED ONLY SEVERAL THOU- 
SANDS OF TONS IN 1975, THEY ARE EXPRECTED TO INCREASE 
THIER CONSUMPTION SOON TO OVER THREE MILLION TONS A 
YEAR. ACCORDING TO ONE CONSUMER, OVER 80 PERCENT OF 
THE COAL USED TO GENERATE POWER IS OF US ORIGIN AND 

THIS PERCENTAGE MAY CONTINUE IF AMERICAN PRICES AND 
SUPPLIES REMAIN FAVORABLE. 

3. TRADE SOURCES ALSO INFORM US THAT DUTCH IMPORTS OF 
COKING COAL IN 1975 AMOUNTED TO OVER FOUR MILLION TONS, 

OF WHICH MORE THAN 38 PERCENT WAS OF US ORIGIN, A SHARE 
WHICH BUILDS ON A STEADY INCREASE SINCE 1973. FOR 1976 
COKING COAL IMPORTS ARE EXPECTED TO GORW TO AN ESTIMATED 
FIVE MILLION ONS. ALMOST ALL OF THE COAL IMPORTED IN 

1975 WAS ABSORBED BY THE HOOGOVENS STEEL MILL AND PRI- 
VATE COKING FACTORIES. 

4. ACCORDING TO THE ECONOMICS MINISTRY, COAL CONSTITUTED 
4.6 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL ENERGY USED BY THE NETHERLANDS 
IN 1975, COMPARED TO 41.6 FOR OIL AND 51.4 FOR NATURAL 

GAS. COAL IS EXPECTED TO TAKE A 10 PERCENT SHARE IN 
1985, AGAINST 52 FOR OIL, 25 FOR NUCLEAR ENERGY, AND 
13 FOR NATURAL GAS. 
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